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“Forgetting What it Was Like Not to Know”

A

B

5. Which instrument is more sensitive ?

Describe:

1. Ellipse or Parabola

2. Taste of Carlsberg

3. Portugal

4. Spades (suit of cards)

“Forgetting What it Was Like Not to Know”

Professionals

• 22–60 years old

• 23 companies

• 240 engineers

• 1 or 2 day course

Students

• 19-22 years old

• 2 colleges

• 510 eng. students

• 4 x 2-hr. work shops

GROUPS

Professionals

• Deep Knowledge

• Some Experience

• Goal-Focused

• Real Audience

Students

• Weak Knowledge

• Little/No Experience

• Not Goal-Focused

• Hypothetical Audience

FEATURES

Professionals Students

• Generated many 
examples and 
analogies from a wide 
variety of sources.

OBSERVATION

• Generated fewer 
examples & analogies, 
mainly from local 
sources. Reluctant or 
indifferent to need use 
these tools.
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Kevin Dunbar – “The Analogical Paradox”
(Analogical Mind, MIT Press, 2001)

Professional

• “The facts should 
speak for themselves.”

• A presentation is necessary for those occasions when the 
facts don’t speak for themselves.

“Forgetting What it Was Like Not to Know”

48 pages earlier…
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The central and northern parts of the 
county are low-lying and composed 
chiefly of Carboniferous Limestone, 
with some millstone grit to the north 
and northwest, and some Silurian and 
Ordovician rocks behind Balbriggan.

Dublin

Encyclopedia Britannica 1959
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